iFire School of Ministry: Week 3

The Clarity of Scripture

1. Which parts of the Bible do you find the easiest to understand?



2. Which parts of the Bible do you find the most difficult to understand? Why?



3. Which Apostle thought another Apostle’s writings were hard to understand?



4. “Difficult to understand” and “impossible to understand” are two very different things. The Bible says that all of its teachings are able to be understood, even if difficult. However, some areas of doctrine are truly “impossible to understand” in the sense that Scripture is silent on the matter or that a certain concept is known only to the mind of God. Give an example.



5. Church leaders at the time of Martin Luther said they wanted to keep the Bible in Latin to prevent the common people from reading it and misinterpreting it. Evaluate this argument.

6. What would happen to the church if most believers gave up reading and studying the Bible for themselves and only listened to Bible teachers or read books about the Bible? Has this already happened to some extent in your life? How do we correctly make good use of a book (like Systematic Theology) and yet have God’s words speak to us afresh and personally?

