"Dear friends, BUILD yourselves up in your most holy FAITH..." -Jude 1:20

ear Hope Church, what will it be

like 70 years from now? They say

we will all be traveling around in
flying cars like the Jetsons. Will we have
our own personal robot, too? That would
be cool. | just read a magazine articlg
predicting what kind of advances we will be|
making in the next 70 years. It's interesting
to think about, and that's what I'm
pondering right now.

Reader from the future, this is our
church'’s first magazine issue of 2008. If yol
have dug this issue out of the church
archives, you may be laughing at the cheap
black and white publication in front of you.
I'm sure Hope Church’'s magazine is now|

printed in full-color on glossy paper. Or
have you invented holographic
paper by now?

If the Lord tarries, |
have probably died al- (&
ready. Call me morbid, §
but right now | am
contemplating what
things will be like
after I'm gone.
Honestly, | could
care less whether the _
Faith Builder gets €
printed in color. Or ¥ ».
whether we all get
our own robot. What | want
to know is this: How are you
doing spiritually?
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And what is the state of our beloved
country? Are you still allowed to be a
Christian in the land of the free? Have
evangelicals made a difference in the
culture war? As Ryan Landt points out
later in this issue, we have about 4,60
churches closing their doors for the last
time every year in America (while only
1,000 new churches rise to take their place).
Sometimes | wonder what will happen if
this trend continues. America was founded
on a godly heritage. Will America return to
God, or will it become another spiritually
dead country?

Future Hope Church member, I'm
almost afraid to ask: “What is the state of
our church?” Are you still
seeking the Lord, or have you
become passive andg

forsaken your first love? So
many churches do. They
start out filled with on-
fire Christians only to
have the second or third
generation succumb to
cold, lifeless, liberal
Christianity. | pray
this will not be
true for you.
Hope  Church,
you may be
quite large by
now. You may
have a number of
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congregations. But remember, you werd
founded by godly men and women whd
worked tirelessly to see that its members
had a close relationship with God. Is this
still true?

Hopefully, the fruit of what we've
accomplished in those early days can b
more fully seen now. What will the effect of
Hope’s ministries be over the years? How
many missionaries will have been sent out
How is the church in Uzbekistan doing?
Missionary biographies of Mark and Maddy
Mumm? How many teens have gotten save
through iFire? Those teens are probably thg
oldest ones at Hope Church right now.
There’s a scary thought. Will you remember
Hope Church back in 2008, when we used t
rent auditoriums? Will you sing the oldies
written by Shaun Walker?

There must be a lot of Hoppe
descendants by now. All those little kids in
my Sunday school class must have the
own children and grandchildren. Reader
from the future, are you one of those
children or grandchildren? Thinking about
that makes teaching Sunday school take o
a whole new light. Sometimes | ge
discouraged when | can't see the fruit right
away. Christianity becomes a duty, a chore
a tradition. Do you ever feel that way?
Hope Church, let us never forget our
purpose and hope in Christ, and the impact
we make on others. Let us never forsak
our first love.
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ear Hope Church, we embark on

another year together. Another

year of joys and trials in this
Christian life. Thank God we have each
other. God taught us many things in 2007
and we will see what He does in the years 1
come. It's interesting to ponder what our
church and our families will look like in the
future. More than just interesting, | think it
also gives us hope and purpose. So often t
day-to-day routines of life and our own
temporary problems distract us from the
bigger picture. But looking toward our
hope in Christ, and the future of those we
impact, gives purpose to our actions.

When Abraham looked up into a starlit
sky 4,000 years ago, I'm sure he wondere
what his descendants would be like. Th¢
very thought probably gave him purpose
and hope. Romans 4:18 tells us, “Agains
all hope, Abraham in hope believed and s
became the father of many nations.”

Like Abraham, our church didn’t look
like much at the beginning. God had calleg
three families to start a church, and by

David Manwiller

Unfortunately for Abraham, many of
his descendants turned away from God
Why was this? How can we be sure ou
families and our church will continue to
follow the Lord?

(o] Reading through the OIld Testament|
shows us a cycle of idolatry and repentanc
among the Jewish people. These cycl
didn’t occur all at once. It was the product

nef gradual change, of gradual spiritual
apathy. One generation would follow God,
but fail to pass on the reason behind the
faith to the next generation. The second
generation, then, would only follow God out
of tradition. And the third generation,
having neither personal faith nor remnants

dof tradition, ends up turning completely

e away from God.

Bruce Wilkinson calls these “The
t Three Chairs.” Hopefully, you are in the
b first chair—the chair of following God. But
when an individual or group of people
begin to let themselves blend in with the
world or practice their faith superficially,
they have moved into the second chair. Thi

unbelief. Wilkinson’s point was for parents
to instill in their children a love for the first
r chair, along with the reasons behind their
faith.

There’'s an amazing story about a
pastor named Jonathon Edwards, who
blived in the 18" century. He resolved to
pyield himself to God and pass his faith ontg
his children—both physical and spiritual
children. Recently a study was done o
Jonathan  Edwards's 1,394  known
descendants. Turns out that 100 becam
pastors and missionaries, 13 became colle
presidents, 65 college professors, 3 Unit
States senators, 30 judges, 100 lawyers,
physicians, 75 army and navy officers, 6
prominent authors, one a vice-president o
the United States, and 80 influencing thg
world for Christ in other public capacities.

As | look toward the future, | am
committed to staying in that first chair.
Like Edwards, | am resolved to train and
pass on my faith to my children—physical
and spiritual. I'm looking forward to what
5God will do through us by 2078.
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faith it grew.

is a slippery slope toward the third chair—
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must start this article by making it
known that this season of my life]
wouldn’t be possible without God'’s
incredible grace and forgiveness. | give
God all the credit and glory for what He
has done in bringing Shawn and me
together. It has been an awesome journey|

During our friendship and courtship,
Song of Songs 2:7 proved essentid

Solomon charges the daughters d
Jerusalem: “Do not arouse or awaken
love until it so desires.” Our culture

misses out on God’s best by going again
this biblical wisdom.

Some advice for those who arq
getting ready for marriage: keep things
pure, physically and emotionally. Don’t
concentrate on what you shouldn’'t be|
doing, but keep occupied with things you
should be doing. Serve others togethe
don’t stay out late into the night, pray
together, and read Scripture together.

Shawn is an amazing man who ha
allowed God to come into his life and
shape it. |1 can honestly say he follow
Ephesians 5:25-28. To think that God
loves me even more than this man, wh
day after day, repeatedly displays his lovg
for me, is completely overwhelming. |
have experienced first hand his kindnes
and unselfishness. Of course, I've als
experienced with him moments of
frustration, miscommunication, annoy-
ance, and difficult submission. But thosg
moments of difficulty 1 wouldn't trade
for anything. For without tests, there
would be no intimacy and no testimony.

Getting married is not a small
change in life. I can no longer be lazy an
put off things for later, since later comes
very quickly. It has required my asking
the Lord for discipline to get up in the
morning and get certain things
accomplished. I'm not naturally a
“morning person” the way Shawn is.
Before | was married, | could pretty
much do what | wanted, when | wanted,
outside of work. Now time has to beg
much more disciplined to get done wha

Mary Pikka

The relationship with my folks is also
improved, and there is peace now tha
wasn't there before. Shawn has been
» good teacher in how not to pick fight
and argue over everything with my mom.
My mother and | don't see eye to eye o
everything. But Shawn has shown m
how | don't need to argue every point
with her, because it just cause
contention and turns into a bad witness
Something | truly enjoy about living with
Shawn is the simple act of eating togethe
lland cleaning up. It sounds simplistic, but
fthen a lot of life’'s enjoyments are simple.

As a married couple, especially newly
married with different work schedules,
sthere’s always Shawn getting up earlier
which causes a slight disruption since I'm
2 a light sleeper. There are always little, of
large differences in the way we do things
but we have always celebrated thos
instead of trying to change the other
person to be how we are.

5 Since Shawn and | aren’t real young
(compared to Christians getting married
sat 18, for example), we've been on ou
own for a while, at least ten years. W¢

paren't used to having a need td

P communicate certain things. We are
accustomed to being independent. It'g
5funny how at times out of habit Shawn
Pstill starts his journey into the living

time for me to say, “Hey, I'd like to
watch The Walton’s too, but not at the
same time as we eat.” | suppose son
habits die hard; eating while watching
TV is no exception.

One of our first marital
miscommunications was when | thought
we were going to have a date nigh
5 watching a movie. Shawn thought he wa
going to have the movie on in thd
background while he fixed a friend's
rcomputer. Turns out he totally didn’t
think we were having a date night. The
good thing was he diffused me
apologized (even though it wasn’'t hid
fault), and we enjoyed the rest of our
evening together. The point is, if we werd
single, he would have no need to sg
anything about his plans mentally for the
, evening. But now at dinner if he doesn’f
ebring it up, | make a point to ask what
his thoughts are for the evening. Then we
discuss plans. Takes the guesswork and
assumptions, that lead to bad arguments|,
out of the picture.

Not allowing the sun to go down on
our anger is another important key.
Shawn and | have never let little things|
rturn into big issues. Nor do we let
» unimportant mistakes go unforgiven or
fester. They are addressed, mostly in
lighthearted manner, and let go. It
sounds like common sense, but treating
your spouse the way you want to be
treated really is a big key to sustaining
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room and picks up the remote just in

needs to be done in a day.

the happiness in marriage.




(14 apa... Mama.” Ordinary
words, heard every day. Yet
how precious it is to hear

Amy and Wouter addressed so, in a tiny

girl's voice. The story of Wouter and

Amy’'s family is just beginning, but

already the Lord has shown Himself to

be merciful and compassionate in
preparing the way for them. Through
many anxious moments and long years|

He has been carrying out His will in their

lives.

I remember Amy’s baptism in a
backyard swimming pool on a sunny
day. | knew her only as the quiet young
lady with the sweet smile. Not much
later, | joined Nora in praying for Amy
about a decision she had to make. Totally
off the subject, Nora informed Amy that
she had an "anointing for mothering”
and interceded for her that the Lord
would fulfill this good purpose in her life.
Since Amy was a young single woman
we could do nothing but ponder that idea
in our hearts.

Amy joined our Hope Group, and
we began to pray from time to time
about her desire to be married. How
could she become a mother without 3
husband? The Lord took His time. Amy
grew in the Lord and faithfully served
many families in the church.

By this time Wouter had become
part of our Hope Group along with Dale

as part of an inheritance from Brandon’s

Hope Group. A few weeks after an
especially earnest prayer time with Amy
for a husband and contentment, Wouter
stayed after Hope Group requesting
prayer about taking a wife. We prayed
generically, and Wouter mentioned no
names. | was exasperated with him! How
could he not notice Amy, the gem in his
own Hope Group? Could he not see he
kind and gentle nature, her interest in
family and missions, and their shared
work with international students?!

Three weeks later, we discovereq
that Wouter had noticed. For two years
he had kept his peace and prayed, bu
now he was ready to act. | burned 4
cheesecake while he shared with us hi
goals for his family and his plans to ask
Amy to consider joining in his life’s
calling. We prayed intensely, asking the
Lord to prepare Amy to receive this
request, a surprise to her. The next
Sunday, we watched with eager interes
as Wouter took Amy for a walk after
church. Although shocked at first, Amy
soon had a special smile just for Wouter.

During their courtship, Wouter and
Amy confirmed their common desire to
shepherd a large family. The Lord gave
us a verse to pray for Wouter that had
originally been spoken to Abraham: “For
| have chosen him, so that he will direct]
his children and his household after him
to keep the way of the Lord by doing

Debbie

great grief to Amy and Wouter, along
with those of us who love them. We
prayed regularly in Hope Group for a
child for them—that was always their
prayer request. The Lord took His time.
Wouter and Amy grew in the Lord and

faithfully served many internationals
and church families.
When the  Verkerks began

considering adoption, huge obstacle
immediately became apparent. Wouter’s
youth and Dutch citizenship disqualified
them from many programs. As
I newlyweds, their meager financial

s Still other organizations balked at their

plans to discipline biblically or to
perhaps homeschool.
Persisting in  research, Amy

discovered Acres of Hope, a Christian
ministry in suffering Liberia. Then

followed long months of difficult
decisions and prayers for guidance. Wa:
Acres of Hope the right agency? Which
child should they adopt? Should they
travel to Liberia or have the child
escorted?

The Lord provided a supportive
Christian social worker to study their
home. Many forms, payments, interviewq
and fingerprints later, the Verkerks were
notified that they would be allowed to
adopt a little girl about four months old.

what is right and just” (Genesis 18:19).

They named her Adeline. Now we had &

The childless years that followed were 4

"2

reserves put other agencies out of reach.
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name and a face to focus our prayers
Yet one long year would pass beforg
Wouter and Amy would be permitted to
travel to Liberia. In May of 2007, the
adoption was completed, and
immigration paperwork commenced.
But in November, Amy and Wouter
learned the adoption was not final and
no passport application had been made
What happened? The U.S. Embassy i

Liberia had a new consulate, a
hardworking and responsible woman
who attempted to prevent child

trafficking abuses by slowing down all
adoptions. Our church and others across
the country prayed for and visited the
consulate. The consul’s heart softened
rules relaxed, and Adeline’s second
adoption was approved.

Soon thereafter, the Verkerks
received news that they could fly to
Liberia to seek a personal appointment
with the consulate to apply for Adeline’s
passport. After months of waiting, they
rushed to prepare, sorting and packing
the church’s donations to the orphanage,
The night before their planned
departure, they received email news of
new rules that an appointment with the
consulate would not be granted unless
the appointment was made before
traveling. More emergency prayer. At 6
a.m. on the morning of the trip, Amy
received an email from the consulate

granting an exception and an

appointment shortly after their arrival,
just days before their fingerprints would
expire.

The first appointment at the U.S.
Embassy proceeded smoothly, but thern
new roadblocks appeared. Adeling

needed a medical examination and a

birth certificate. Despite some iliness, the
medical examination was not a problem,
but the only two people who issued birth
certificates were vacationing in Egypt for
two weeks. Another agonizing decision
More prayer and pastoral counsel led
Wouter and Amy to decide to extend
their stay in Liberia by 10 days. During
this time they stayed with Adeline at the

orphanage guest house. They provided

service to the orphanage and got to know
Adeline in her accustomed environment.
Amy and Wouter’s prayers for strength
were answered, and Adeline’s health
improved under their care.

The church gathered to pray for the
granting of the birth certificate. What if
the bureaucrats extended their stay in
Egypt or did not prioritize Adeline’s
papers on their return? How we rejoiced
when we heard the news that Adeline’g
birth certificate had been secured! Now
prayer shifted to obtaining her passport
and visa. All ought to have been routine|
by this point, but no one presumed that
the battle was over yet. Still we wereg
grievously disappointed when Amy

called a few hours later, thankful that

they had a passport and visa for Adeling
in hand, but worried that Adeline was
required to have a chest x-ray. Other
children from her orphanage had
tuberculosis (TB) and Adeline had 4&
fever and cough, so it seemed likely sh
had TB. We vividly remembered how the
Gockenbach family’s adoption of Bikiltu
had required her to stay an extra Six
months in Ethiopia for TB treatment
before being allowed to travel to the U.S
How agonizing to consider the possibilityf
of having to come home without Adeline!

Once again the church pled with the|
Lord to intervene. In the natural realm,
it looked unlikely that Adeline could
come home. Wayde Hoppe reminded md
“We serve a God who is not bound by
the natural!” Sarah gently reminded her
disconcerted mother, “God is good and
God is in charge.”

We heard no news over the next fey
days. Wouter and Amy planned to travel
home on December 24 and 25. By th
time we knew they ought to be on the
plane, we assumed all was well, but fe
anxious. Finally, Wouter called William
Christmas evening from Chicago to ask
about his house key. | pressed, “Neve|
mind about the key—DO YOU HAVE
ADELINE?” Ah! What joy we shared
when Wouter calmly answered, “Yes,
she is here.”

MERRY CHRISTMAS, INDEED!
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C haris and Shalom (Grace and the
fullness of peace) to you my
friends. It has been a few yearg
since we have been united in worship ang
fellowship on Sunday mornings, yet | know
we are connected by the Spirit of God
when we are united in prayer for each
other. My prayer for you is that God would
plant in you a passion for studying the
Holy Scriptures, a longing to live
righteously, and strong bones to do the
work of the Kingdom of God. The kingdom
of God is truly here in this country,

breaking forth, though it has few
laborers. | pray that you would be
those laborers no matter what
your circumstances are.

| have witnessed that Hope
Church, even though it is a
smaller church, has a big heart '}
for missions and seeing the lost !
found. Over the last few years |
have been involved with a few

churches that have 800+
members, and yet have
very few people
involved in

missions and

outreach. | bless

God when | think
how involved you

Ryan Landt

are in these areas of serving our Lord and
pray that God would continue to raise up
among you people who are wiling to work
and pray for the lost. | understand that we
are not all able to go to another country to
seek the lost, and | bless God that you can’
because America is becoming one of th
largest mission fields in the world. Each
year just over 1,000 churches open their
doors for the first time as new churches,
bless God. But each year over 4,60
churches will close their doors for the last
time. Still, | bless God because it ig
prompting Christians to do real evangelism
in our own communities.

My friends, love each other and
everyone you meet with the extra-
ordinary love of Christ. For it is in
this love that people will see God.
We can try to prove to people that

God exists, intellectually. Yet many
do not respond positively to this
type of witness; it is more
beneficial to show the truth

of the Gospel through a
sacrificial love which

God calls all
Christians to.

During  the

time of the

it was common for the residents of Rome, i
they did not want a child, to leave the child
by a river that flowed through Rome to die
from exposure to the elements. Thd
Christians in the area, knowing this was

I happening, would daily go down to this

e river and to take the children and raise
them as their own.

Many would argue that this benefited
the Christians, and it would have if these

D Christians worked the land (extra helping
hands), but these Christians lived in the
city of Rome and it was a strugglg
financially to raise the children. But God
provided. My friends, | pray that each of
you would be willing to take on this type of
loving sacrifice, and search by the rivers of
our culture for opportunities to show your
loving faith for the Kingdom of God.

I am looking forward to worshiping
with you again soon, God willing. | blesq
God every time | think of Hope Church
and its members, for the blessing it hag
been and will continue to be. Until we se¢
each other, may the love of the Father, thg
grace of the Son, and the fellowship of thg
Holy Spirit be with each of you now and
forever.

14

Your Brother in Christ,

Roman Empire,

Ryan Landt
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BABY DEDICATION:

Steven and Rhonda Ferguson dedicate
their daughter, Faith Liberty, to the Lord

on Sunday morning, December 9. Many
relatives were present for the dedication
service, including baby Faith's
grandparents and great-grandparents.

NEW BABIES: rik and

Jenny Routson are blessed with a daughte
Isabella Lauren Routson was born on
November 13 at St.

Joseph Mercy
Hospital in
Ypsilanti. She

weighed in at 8
Ib and was
20 % inches
long.

On Sunday,
December 16,
Rusty and Robyn
Mewha received
a baby girl
Chaya Joy Mewha
beat baby Isabella
by one ounce: 8 Ib., 1
0z. She was born at
Providence Hospital in
Southfield. Chaya is loved by
her big sister, Sola, and her big brother,
Asher.

ADO PTE D . After much waiting

and prayer, Wouter and Amy Verkerk are
united with their daughter, Adeline Grace.
Baby Adeline is from Liberia, West
Africa. She is about a year and a half old
The Verkerks traveled to Liberia to
complete the adoption process, an
returned to Michigan with their daughter
on Christmas Day. Their complete story,
along with photos of Baby Adeline, are on

CHRISTIAN MIND:

This fall Pastor Paul preached fourteen in-
depth messages about the Christian Mind
In December, everyone in the church wa
given a 140-question take home exam tha
reviewed the information we learned
during the sermon series. Prizes werg
awarded to church members who scoreq
especially well on the quiz. Here are the
winners: Grace Hoppe (Christmas Turkey),
Rosie Zylstra (Lunch With Pastor's Wife),
Debbie Boyer (Lunch With Pastor's Wife),
Nick McGuire (Custom-Made Dessert),
William Boyer (Sleigh Ride), Yvonne Berry
(Sleigh Ride), Peter Manwiller ($35
McDonald's Money), Samuel Hoppe and

dSiblings ($25 McDonald's Money).

TRAVELS Mark and Maddy

Mumm came from California to Michigan
during the Christmas holiday; they visited
with our church on Sunday, December 30.

Leah Ransom, having completed he
-term of service in Romania, has returned to
Michigan. She is taking steps to return to
overseas service in Northern Ireland.

staying with Jeanne's parents in Northern
Michigan. On the first Sunday of January,
Karl will preach in our church. Then the
Thuemmels are traveling to Missouri for
three months of ministry. In 2008 the
Thuemmels plan to relocate to Asia.

MlSSIONS In December our

church announced plans for two missiong
trips this coming summer. LaiLeng Hoi will
take a group with her this July to a
missions conference and an evangelist
outreach in Asia. Pastor Juan Suarrez will
take a group to Mexico to construct a
church building and help establish a new
congregation; this trip will begin in late
July.

CHRISTMAS: on sunday,

December 23, we enjoyed two outstandin
worship services. In the morning service
we heard preaching from four men from
Hope Church: Edward Hicks, David
Manwiller, Brian Fair, and Dan Griffith.

All four spoke about coming under the
authority of God's Kingdom. We had a
1 Christmas Sing during the evening service
led by Wayde Hoppe's Hope Group, Craig
Hunt's Hope Group, and Brian Fair's Hope
Group. Rachel Krause arranged for the

page 5.

Karl and Jeanne Thuemmel have been

IN MEMORY Eric Kennedy

died on Monday, December 31. Eric wa{
the son of former Hope Church members
5 Ben and Judy Kennedy. The cause of deat
itwas complications
Members of our church are helping with
pthe funeral arrangements and are caring
for Judy, who is widowed. If you wish to
b express your sympathy in writing, you may|
address Judy Kennedy at: 1247 Russell S
Ypsilanti, Ml 48198.

CONTRIBUTORS: e

Faith Builder is published by Hope Church
for the purpose of strengthening your faith.
The articles are written by the people of]
Hope Church, and we thank each of yol
who contributed an article that was printed
in 2007:

Alice Berry Brittany LaPorte
Debbie Boyer Megan LaPorte
Lori Dynes Ben Lula
Shauna Garrison  Tariho Lula
Dan Griffith David Manwiller

Nora Manwiller
Tyler McGough
Romeo Pascua

Carrie Hoppe
Grace Hoppe
Wayde Hoppe

Craig Hunt Kevin Paterson

Denise Hunt Mary Pikka

Daniel Jones Shawn Pikka

Shaun Kalis Suzan Rotz

Kevin Kendig Rick Routson
C Ryan Landt

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS: Mark
Arbenowske, Melissa Berry, Larry David,
Sheri Deradourian, Steve Ferguson, Mercy
Hoppe, Eden Krause, Joseph Manwiller,
and Angie Moore, Tracey Pitcher, Karl
Thuemmel, and Mary Walker
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS: Glory
gBeII, Mark Berry, William Boyer, Caleb
David, Dan Griffith, Linda Harper, Ed
Hicks, Wayde Hoppe, Matthew Hunt,
Kevin Kalis, Noah Lula, Mary Pikka, Gayle
Taylor, Kyle Taylor, Elizabeth Thuemmel,
and Brandon Zylstra

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES:
Charlie & Kyle Achatz

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES:
Ed & Pam Hicks, Teri Piziali & Malcolm

refreshments after the Christmas Sing.
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The Gospel of Mark was written by Mark, based
on what he had heard from the preaching of
Peter. Peter is, at first, called “Simon”. What was|
he doing when Jesus called him? Who else joing

Simon Peter as a disciple of Jesus? What didMore miracles. How does Jesus feed a crowd?

Jesus do for Peter's mother-in-law? Who elsq
does Jesus heal?

What did Jesus say to the paralyzed man? Ho
do these words help reveal Jesus’ identity? Wh
did Jesus’ words make some of the people angn

make a man unclean? How does Jesus deliver]
girl from a demon? How does Jesus heal a de
and mute man?

o

e How does Jesus heal a blind man? What do yg
think Jesus is trying to accomplish when he doe
miracles? Peter has figured out Jesus’ identity
He is the Christ! What does this mean? Wha

’ does Jesus predict will happen to Him?

y
?

Why did people also get angry when Jesus afeUp on a high mountain, Peter sees a glimpse

dinner with Lewi’s friends? And when Jesus ate
grain on the Sabbath? Are some people angr
with Jesus today?

More angry people. Why are they angry when he
healed a man’s hand? And angry when he drow
out demons? What is an apostle? Who are th
twelve that Jesus designated as apostles? Whq

does Jesus consider to be his brother and sistt Id

and mother? Why?

Jesus tells stories that teach a spiritual lessom
the first parable, what does the seed stand for|
The soil on the path? The rocky, shallow soil? Thg
thorny, weedy soil? The good soail? In the nex
parable, what does the lamp on the stan
represent? And what is Jesus trying to say aboy
mustard seeds?

Here we see the power of Jesus. He has pow
over demons. How can we tell that Satan wante
to hurt and destroy the demon-possessed mar
What does Satan want to do to you? Jesus h
power over sickness and death. How is the sig
woman healed? How is the dead girl raised?

Jesus in His true glory. Why is Peter frightened?

What does Jesus say is necessary in such cag
What does Jesus teach about being the greateq
About leading others into sin? About avoiding
sinful influences?

P

erN\lhat does Jesus teach concerning marriage ar

| divorce? Concerning litle children? What

" direction does Jesus have for the rich young ma
and why did the rich man go away sad? \hat

great? (w.43-45)

P
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)
t
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When Jesus preached in his hometown, why wel

eJesus triumphantly enters Jerusalem five dayj

some people offended? When John the Baptistbefore His death. Did He find the people in the
preached, why was Herod offended? Have youtemple producing spiritually good fruit? Did he
noticed that when you speak in the power of th¢ find the fig tree to be producing good fruit? (The

Holy Spirit, it will make people either mad or
glad? What miracles does Jesus do in thi
chapter?

Why did the Jewish leaders try to argue with
Jesus about food? According to Jesus, what foo(

fig tree is a symbol of Israel, so this was a livin
parable). What would Jesus find if he inspecteq
our fruit?

Jesus tells another parable. What does th
Svineyard stand for? Who does the vineyard owne

y The disciple have trouble casting out a demor).

does Jesus say about the true path to becomimgl:>

dlesus have to say about paying taxes? About the

pfreality of the resurrection? About the greatest
commandment? How can Jesus be both David]
son and David’s Lord?

5

)

The disciples are impressed by thq
magnificence of the temple, but Jesus say
that it will be destroyed. This happened in 70
A.D. Jesus also talks about the end timeg.
What will happen before He returns? When
will He return? According to verses 35-37,
what should we do while we await Hig
bfreturn?

[

7]
7]

es?

t?'s the day before Jesus died. What does Jesus ¢lo
during the Last Supper? What does Jesus predit}
Peter will do? What does Jesus pray in th
garden? Who arrests Jesus? Why do the chig
priests condemn Jesus? Why does Peter deny th

ghe knows Jesus?

=

The final hours of Jesus’ life. Does Governo
ilate want to have Jesus killed? Have you evd
done what was wrong in order to please others|
What was the written charge against Jesus? Whd
did the Roman centurion see and believe? Wh
helped bury Jesus’ body?

O —+ V=

Early Sunday morning. Who goes out to thd
tomb? What are the women planning to do, ang
what question is on their mind? When they get td
the tomb, what do they see, and what are the|
told? Why do you think they are afraid? Jesus
appeared to many people after He arose. JESU
IS ALIVE!

O <

The book of Acts, written by Luke, tells about the
actions of Peter, John, and the other apostle
How many apostles are there at the beginning d
chapter 1? What had happened to Judas? Ho

many apostles at the end of the chapter? Who

added?

==

When the Holy Spirit comes, what do the peoplg
hear? See? What are the disciples able to dd
Notice that the power of the Holy Spirit gives
ePeter amazing effectiveness as an evangeli
What does this teach us about our evangelisti

-~
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can make a man unclean? What, instead, dog

tsstand for? The tenants? The son? What dog

sefforts?




Peter and John meet a crippled man. What don'
they have to give him? What do they have
instead? Why does a crowd assemble? Peter ug
this as an opportunity to preach the gospel agair
What is God using in your life to point people to
Jesus?

How do the Jewish leaders feel about Peter an

John’s preaching? What do the leaders do to

Peter and John? What do they command Petg
and John to stop doing? Is it right to obey]
government leaders? Why? Is it ever right to
disobey government leaders? Why?

Ananias and his wife Sapphira sell some land.

How do they lie about it? Whom are they lying to|

(verse 3)? What happens to them? How does Gad

feel about our lying? Why are the apostles thrown
into jail? How do they get out? At the end of the]
chapter, why do the apostles rejoice?

"#

Peter travels to the town of Lydda. Who is]
Aeneas? What is wrong with him? What doeg
Peter do, and what effect does it have on th
people of the town? In Joppa, what is wrong with
Dorcas? What does Peter do, and what effect do
it have on the people of the town? Can miraculou
answers to prayer have the same impact today?

Who is Cornelius, and why does an angel come
him? What does God show Peter in a vision
What does the vision teach Peter, and how does
prepare him to go to Cornelius’s house? As so0|

as they believe, the people receive the Holy Spirit

and they are baptized.
p

Why is there concern in the church at Jerusalent
concerning Peter's association with Cornelius?
How does the church react when they hear th
story directly from Peter? Where were the
disciples first called “Christians™? What does the
name “Christian” mean?

Why does Herod arrest Peter? What does Herogi Lot, w. 5,7) while bringing condemnation upon

intend to do with Peter? How does Peter escaps
What are the other Christians doing that night?
Why are they surprised when their prayer is
answered? Have you ever prayed doubtfully ang
been surprised when God answered your prayer?

$

This letter is written by Peter to Christians who
are suffering for their faith. What positive valueis

there in such suffering? (w. 7-8). While we awaif

the return of Jesus, we are commanded to “b
holy” (w. 15-16). What does this mean? How d
you think holiness should be expressed throug

% $

b living stones in a spiritual house? (v. 5) How i

iedesus like a rejected cormerstone? (w. 7-9) Ho
. are we at the same time a “royal priesthood” and
“aliens and strangers.” (w. 9,11) How were we
like sheep going astray? (v. 25), and how has th
changed?

% $

What instruction does God give to wives? Why ig
Sarah a good example for wives to follow? Wha
instruction does God give to husbands? Whq
consequence will befall Christian husbands wh
are inconsiderate? What instruction does Gog
give to Christians who are suffering? Note that we
are twice warned against “fear” (w. 6,14).

d

% $

More about suffering. How can suffering help us|
to be “done with sin"? (v. 1). How many specifig
commands can you find in verses 7-11? Whe

Instead of being surprised, what should we do
(w. 13-19). Notice that God says we ar
“blessed” if we suffer and are insulted for the

sake of Christ.
e

bS % $

5 What instruction does God give to church elders?

instruction does God give to young men? How i
pride a danger for young people? In what ways i
the devil like a roaring lion? How would you

L, summarize the overall message of | Peter?

it
n
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% $

Peter lists the qualities that every effective
Christian must possess. (w. 5-9) What are they
Are you lacking in any of these areas, and thereb
becoming ineffective? Ask God about it. The
effective Christian also believes the Bible. Wha
does Peter say about his own writings (v. 16) an
L about all Bible prophecy? (w. 20-21)

% $

Chapter 2 deals with false teachers who bring
confusion to Christian. But God assures us that h
can protect people who are faithful (like Noah and

1hose who promote error (like Sodom and

Balaam, w. 6, 15,16). What does the prevalence
false teaching show us about the existence of t
truth?

% $

Peters final instructions. What must we
understand concerning scoffers? (w. 3-7). Wha
must we not forget concerning the Lord's
promises? (w. 8-10). In these last days, what ki

Chapter 2 uses several analogies. How are we likeThis begins the story of the life of Samuel. Whg

suffering comes, should we be surprised? (v. 12)

How are good elders like good shepherds? What

% & '(

5 is Elkanah? Who is Peninnah? Who is Hannah?

WWhy was Hannah bitterly sad? What did
Peninnah do to increase Hannah's sadnesg
Whenever the Bible tells us a man has multipld

htwives, there is sure to be some trouble. Who
Eli? What did Hannah pray for, and what did
she promise to the Lord?

% & '(

t Hannah gave her son Samuel to the Lord. Ang

t then she worshipped the Lord! How did God

h reward her? But God is not please with Eli's
adult sons, Hophni and Phinehas. Why? Whay
can we learn from this story about the
importance of a father training and disciplining
his children? And about children obeying their
parents?

% & '

nWhat message did God have for Samuel? It i
pyimportant to notice that Samuel and Eli's sons

U7

b live in exactly the same environment, but they
kchose to serve different masters. As Samu
grew, he was careful to only speak God's wordd.
None of his words fell to the ground (v. 19). How
does this set a standard for our own speaking
habits?

% & '

5 Why do the Israelites want to bring the Ark of
the Covenant into battle? Why doesn't the Ark
help bring them victory? What happened to the
Ark? How do Hophni and Phinehas die? How
does Eli die? How does Phinehas’'s wife dig
What does the name “Ichabod” mean? How
awful it is today when the Glory of God has|
departed from a person, a family, or a church.

-~
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4 % &

t Who is Dagon? Why does he keep falling on hi
dface? What do the Philistine leaders decide to d
with the Ark of the Covenant? God is Holy, and
the things of God are Holy. What might happen
today if people try to group God together with
other gods?

T O

37

% &'

The Philistines send the Ark back to Israel.
What guilt offerings did they decide to send
oflong with the Ark? The Israelites were glad to
heeceive the ark again. But why did God strike
seventy of them dead? What do we learn fronp
this about the holiness of God?

% & '

t What are Baals and Ashtoreths? If the peopld
want to be in fellowship with God, they must put
daway their false gods. Why do the Philistines

e of people ought we to be? (w. 11-14). Wh

love for one another? (w. 22-25)

(W.17-18)

b should we bear in mind? (w. 15-16). Why should his people from the Philistines? Remember thaj
nwe be on guard against the error of lawless men?Satan often attacks those who choose to retur

tattack the Israelites? How does the Lord rescug¢

to God.




% &'

What do the people want instead of a judge? Wh
are the people really rejecting as king? Samue
wamns the people. What does he say a king will d
to their sons? Their daughters? Their fields and
grain? Their flocks? Why do the people still insist|
they want a king (v. 20)? In what ways are God'’
people today tempted to be just like the othel
people of the world?

% & '(

Who is Saul? What did Saul's father ask him toj
do? Notice that Saul was simply obeying hi
father in ordinary responsibilites when God

called him to be king of Israel. God reveals Hig
will to people who are faithfully doing ordinary

things. What does Samuel tell Saul about th
donkeys? What does he tell Saul about the fea|
that has been prepared?

% &'
Samuel anoints Saul as God’s choice to be kin
What three signs does Samuel give Saul? In th

command? How does Saul's army protec
Jonathan from execution?
D

|
% &'
What command does God give Saul concernin
the Amalekites? How does Saul disobey? Wh
excuses does Saul give for his actions? Fill in t
words: “To is better than sacrifice. For
is like the sin of divination.
Since Saul has rejected the word of the Lord, wh

has the Lord rejected?

[]
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% & '(
Why does God send Samuel to Bethlehem? WH
did Samuel think Eliab, the oldest brother, was|
b surely the one to anoint? God corrects Samug]
kiFill in the blank: “Man looks at the
, but the Lord looks at the

What was David doing when he was called t
meet Samuel? Why did King Saul call for David

to come and serve in his royal household?

23

way God prepares Saul for the day when he wil
be crowned. Has God ever prepared you for so

% )
This chapter tells us what God did in bringing us®

big thing ahead of time? When all the peopl¢ salvation. What do the following words mean:
assemble and God's choice is made known by 19tspredestined” (w. 5, 11), “adopted” (v. 5),

is everyone happy with God's choice? Are peopl
always happy with God's choices today?

% & '(

What trouble has come to the Israelite men o
Jabesh Gilead? What does Saul do when he hed
of it? How does the Israelite army surprise the
enemy? After the victory, some of Saul's peopl
want to kill those who spoke against the choice
Saul as king. But what does Saul say about i
What is the best way for us to respond when w

are criticized today?

% & '(

Samuel settles things with the people. Has h
leadership been corrupt in any way? Then he

reviews the history of the people. Why was it af

“evil thing is the eyes of the Lord” for the people
to ask for a king? What warnings does Samus
give the people? What promises does he give?

% & '(

How many soldiers does Saul start with? How
many Philistine soldiers oppose him? The me
are afraid, so Saul made an offering to the Lord

Why was this wrong? What does Samuel tell

him? How many men are left in Saul and
Jonathan's army? Why do these men lach
weapons like swords and spears?

% & '(

Jonathan decides to approach the enemy. What

words from the enemy does he take as a sign
that he should climb up a cliff and fight them?
What foolish command does King Saul make
How does Jonathan unknowingly break that

b

“redemption” (v. 7, 14). When Paul prays for his
fellow Christians, what does he specifically askif@
(vv. 15-19) Do you pray like that?

0, *
r %)

rdVhen God reached down to save us, we we
“dead in transgressions and sins” (v. 1). What dog

does this mean? Christ has destroyed “the dividing
wall of hostility” between Jews and gentiles. (v.4).
What does this mean?

% )

%Who has God commanded the Apostle Paul t
goreach to? (v. 8) What is the message Paul is
proclaim? (w. 6, 8-9) Paul preaches and Pal
prays. He prays that the Christians may be

h strengthened with Gods power (v. 16) and rooted i

God's love (v. 18). Do you need to experience mo
of God's power? More of God's love?
% )

YChristians must live a life worthy of their calling. (v.
1) How should we treat one ancther? (w. 2-3) Hoy

-should we live compared to the unbelievers aroundl
——|,us? (w. 17-19) Why should we not allow anger t

remain in our hearts? (w. 26-27) Why should we
P be very careful about what we say? (v.v. 29-30)

% )

More about pure Christian living. What kinds of
speech are sinful? (v. 4) What should we d
instead? (v. 4) What should we never do with wine
(v. 18) What should we do instead? (v. 18) Wha
does God command wives to do? (vw. 22-24) Wh
does God command husbands to do? (w. 25-33)

% )

What command does God give children? (w. 1-3
What is His command for fathers? (v. 4) What
command does He give slaves/employees? (w. 5

reAnd masters? (v. 9) What are the different parts of|

5the armor of God? How do we put on the armor of]

b this mean? We are saved by grace. (v. 8). Wh

atGod? (v. 11) Why do we need such armor?
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